Million-dollar gift of art for Mosman Council

23 Jun 10 @ 11:14am by KATE CRAWFORD
MOSMAN resident and philanthropist Neil Balnaves will donate more than $1 million worth of artworks from his personal collection to the Mosman Art Gallery. 

The donation represents the single largest contribution to the Mosman Art Collection - already one of the most significant art collections held by a local council in Australia. 

Mr Balnaves, who has lived in Mosman for 40 years, said he wanted to make Mosman the “most culturally advanced municipality in the whole of Australia”. 

Mr Balnaves, who was awarded a Companion of the Order of Australia earlier this year for his philanthropy, has been a long time supporter of the visual arts. 

He announced the extraordinary donation of at least 30 paintings when he gave the annual Mosman Address at the Mosman Art Gallery last Friday. 

He also pledged to provide half the funding for three years for the appointment of a philanthropic manager to attract art and cultural donations to Mosman. 

He has called on Mosman Council or a Mosman resident to match this funding dollar for dollar. 

Mr Balnaves said he had been working for the past seven years collecting artworks that relate to Mosman and Sydney Harbour. 

“I want the younger generation to see their community through the artists’ eyes,” he said. 

“This will develop their appreciation of both art and the community they live in. 

“Because I live in Mosman and brought up my family in Mosman, this a will be a donation from my personal collection rather than just another grant.” 

Mr Balnaves said four of the paintings showed the changing face of Balmoral from swamp to its present state, including a painting of Balmoral Beach by distinguished Australian artist Ethel Carrick Fox. 

He said one of his favourite paintings in the collection was of Sydney Harbour by artist Arthur Streeton. 

Mr Balnaves said he would donate the collection to the gallery over the next three years. 

“This commitment is valued today around $750,000 and when the donation is complete, it will be worth more than $1 million to the gallery,” he said. 

Mr Balnaves, 65, was founder and head of Southern Star Television. In 2002, he suffered severe injuries in a boating accident and when he recovered set up the Balnaves Foundation. 

“I am proud of the community I live in,” Mr Balnaves said. “It has given me a lot in my life and I am delighted to give something back.” 
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